Rossie House Gardens


Dear Colleagues,

We have received the attached placement offer from Rossie House Gardens. 

They are offering student work placements for Horticultural Students on
their beautiful estate in Fife Scotland 

We would be grateful if you would circulate this to the appropriate
colleagues in your Institution.

Please refer all communication to carolinethomson@rossie.eclipse.co.uk.
 

Kind regards.

Erasmus Team

Erasmus
British Council Wales | British Council Cymru
28 Park Place | 28 Plas y Parc
Cardiff | Caerdydd
CF10 3QE
Wales | Cymru 
T +44(0)29 2039 7405 

VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTION

Volunteers are required to help maintain and take an active role in the many tasks involved during the construction of a developing garden. Although no previous experience or qualifications are required, essentially volunteers must have an interest in gardening. 


All aspects of gardening are carried out at Rossie House Gardens:

· Bio-dynamic food production of all types of vegetables and of fruits including strawberries, raspberries, plums, apples and pears

· Glasshouse work maintaining and growing conservatory plants plus growing seasonal fruit and veg under glass such as grapes, peaches, tomatoes and peppers

· Tree work and woodland management

· Cut flower borders

· Herbaceous flower borders

· Walled Garden

· Woodland Garden

· Formal Gardens

· Lawn maintenance

· Nursery work growing on vegetables and plant material for the Gardens from seed and cuttings

· Hedge cutting

· Compost making

· Maintaining a National Heritage Collection of Daffodils

· Record keeping

As gardening is a seasonal vocation the work involved will depend on what month the volunteer wishes to join us. If the volunteer was to join us for a month during the summer season, from May to September, the main tasks will involve the general upkeep of the Gardens/Estate to a high standard, cutting grass and tidying borders. Specific tasks which vary from month to month may see a volunteer sowing and planting vegetables in May or summer pruning fruit trees and Box hedge cutting in August.

As well as carrying out seasonal tasks such as collecting leaves for compost making or the pruning of trees and shrubs during the winter months of October to April, this is when the major work redeveloping the Gardens is carried out.  If a volunteer is interested in joining us the 2009/2010 winter season, they could be involved in the planting of 300 trees in November or moving plants as part of the preparation work for the creation of a new orchard in January.

Employee and volunteer safety is paramount at Rossie House Gardens (Thomson Farms). Familiarisation Training is given on all equipment and machines used for doing the job and a Risk assessment carried before each task. NO VOLUNTEER WILL BE ASKED TO DO SOMETHING THEY ARE NOT COMFORTABLE WITH OR IS OUT SIDE THEIR CAPABILITIES.

