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Summer School of the University of Economics in Bratislava

Story of the Central Europe – Transformation Process:

Slovakia in Focus

Duration: 2 Weeks

Date: August 1 – August 15, 2010
Location: Bratislava / Vienna / Prague

Topical Orientation: 

Political and Economic Transformation of the Central Europe after 1989
– Successes and Pitfalls

Auspices: State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the SR
Working Language: English

Credits: 6 ECTS
Summer School Fee: 1300 EUR / 1950 USD (see also: “Program Costs”)
Co-Organizers: Vienna University of Economics and Business, University of Economics - Prague, The Euro-Atlantic Center (think tank) 

Brief Annotation:

The University of Economics in Bratislava is proud to launch the first year of a unique Summer School of Central European studies. It is the result and culmination of its tradition of providing summer schools for Slovak as well as foreign students who are interested in advanced and more interactive study during the months of July and August.

The primary aim of the Summer School is to provide the participants, in the relatively short period of two weeks, with knowledge of the most interesting and applicable lessons learned by Slovakia and other Central European countries during the transitional period after 1989. Central Europe possesses the unique potential for transferring the authentic experience of the transitional process from totalitarian regimes with planned economies towards democracy with a free market. Knowledge and stories that can not be found in textbooks, experience that can be only handed over by experts who remember... 
This recent experience assures the very practical know-how of dealing with very rapid political and economic development along with its pitfalls. The organizer perceives the entire Central European region as a natural laboratory which is eager to share its story with interested students and researchers from abroad. We believe that the impression and basic information about the region, gained during the Summer School, can provide the participants with a very practical asset for further study and scientific research.

 
The program of the Summer School is a combination of interactive lessons, case studies and excursions to various locations in Slovakia and other Central European states designed to illustrate a comprehensive and authentic “Slovak Story” on chosen topics and to compare this story with the experience of other Central European states. 

Students willing to conduct further research or willing to stay in contact with the region will be naturally given a chance to introduce themselves and their research projects to search for possible partners in the region. The University will try to find and provide the most appropriate research assistance to all students who are further interested in the region.

Area of study:

The main focus of the Summer School is aimed at the lessons learned by Slovakia and other Central European countries during the transitional era in the 90´s. 
(Example)

The particular added value of the Summer School can be illustrated by a case study approach to the examination of the following achievements as well as failures of this young democracy: the impending collapse of the banking system from 1996 to 1999, the subsequent catching up and reforms leading a once agricultural country through a central planned industrialized country into the European Union. By analyzing the natural behaviour of various subjects during the transitional era we provide the participants with an empirically proven scenario. The School aspires to enable the students to observe the interdependent implications of various phenomena.

Main areas of study:
Political, Economic and Social Transformation
Topics in Detail:

· Economic Liberalization and its Social Impact

· Will the long run benefits outweigh the short term losses?

· Industry Transformation 

· From tanks to cars… finally aiming at high-tech?

· Currency Adoption 

· from Czechoslovak Crown to Slovak Crown to Euro

· Emerging Markets in Central Europe

· Complementary or competitive to the Western markets? – Will they make up for the falling demand of the West?

· Transparency of Public Finances

· A painful but successful way to save national wealth 

· Legal Transformation

· …back to the basics of Freedom and Rule of Law…sounds easy?

· Corruption and Crime

· Fighting new mafia and old corruption – new tools for new challenges

· Transformation of the Security Environment

· Problem! Who is the enemy?…and will our tanks guarantee our security in the 21st century? 

· Energy Security

· And how does it look like when Russia sits on the taps…

· Minority Issue of Central Europe

· Integration vs. Assimilation…a sensitive question for Central Europe?

· Peaceful Division of Czechoslovakia in the 1993 – The Velvet Divorce

· Fact or Fiction?

· State Administration and Local Authorities

· Decentralization of power - challenges and pitfalls 

· Civil Society and NGOs

· or how do we actually build up the civil society?

· International Integration

· From Warsaw and Moscow to Washington and Brussels

· The Future of the European Union through the eyes of Central Europe

· Central Europe – a real Euro-fan? …European Union or the United States of Europe?

· Potential and Challenges of Central Europe

· Where do we go and what do we fear? Explore the unique spirit of Central Europe

Further areas of study: Culture of the Region

Extracurricular Activities: (tbc)
The cultural program includes a variety of informal discussions, sports activities and excursions within Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Austria among which the following activities can be found:

· Excursion and workshops in Vienna (Austria), Excursion and workshops in Prague (Czech Republic), Excursion to the balneal city of Piešťany, Wine Route – Excursion and degustation of vines and food from the famous Slovak vine region, Excursion and workshops at the Nation's Memory Institute,  Excursion and workshops at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the SR, Excursion and workshops at the Ministry of Defence of the SR, Excursion and workshop in the Central Bank of the SR….and last, but not least daily discovering the “little-big” city of Bratislava

For further information see the detailed program.

Countries:

A combination of three Central European countries, two post-totalitarian states and one independent (since 1955) will perfectly illustrate the impact of the totalitarian regime, its social implications and the process of transition after the fall of the Iron Curtain (1989). 

Lecturers:

During the lectures and sessions students will gain first hand information from national academic, governmental, non-governmental and corporate experts.

Target Group and Eligibility:

The Summer School will be open to all university and college students as well as young graduate researchers from abroad – Preference will be given to applicants from the USA, Canada and the EU. Travel insurance (including health and property damage insurance) valid for Slovakia, Czech Republic and Austria is a prerequisite. For those applicants whose native language is not English, TOEFL or other evidence of substantial English language skills is required.
Program Costs:

Program Fee: Reflecting the impact of the financial crisis, the program fee was reduced and set at 1300 EUR / 1950 USD.  It covers the participants’ room and board (breakfast, lunch and dinner) for the duration of the Summer School, as well as the program costs related to the tuitions, tours, opening and closing reception. Insurance, visa (if relevant) and travel costs to/from Slovak Republic are not included. The payment will be carried out via bank transfer upon request of the University of Economics after finalizing the number of participants. After the request participants will be given 5 working days to execute the bank transfer. 

Additional Scholarship:

Please note that the organizers can not provide you a scholarship. Applicants are encouraged to explore funding opportunities available through foundations, non-governmental organizations and governmental sources to assist in their payment of fees and travel expenses, such as the Soros Foundation, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Fridrich Ebert Stiftung, U.S. Embassies or their country's embassy in the Slovak Republic. The University of Economics in Bratislava can provide a letter of support to you.

Certificates

All students will be awarded with a certificate indicating the 6 ETCS credits granted by the University of Economics in Bratislava. Students admitted to the program are expected to participate fully, which means attending all classes, lectures and social events. Active participation at program of the School constitutes the only prerequisite for the final certification.

Accommodations 

 
The participants will be housed in a modern dormitory. The classes, which feature the concept of “on the spot learning,” will be held in various locations throughout the city of Bratislava. The dormitory is situated in a park area above the city. The historical city centre is located 20-minute-walk (5 minutes by bus) from the dormitory. Breakfast will be served at the dormitory, while the lunches and dinners will be provided mainly at the University of Economics in 
Bratislava itself. A private shuttle bus will facilitate the transport of the participants during the official program within the city. Participants will be accommodated in dormitory apartments consisting of two double rooms, kitchen, bathroom and toilet. All rooms have internet access points.

How to Apply
 
Applications are available in the attachment or on the web-site of the University of Economics in Bratislava at http://www.euba.sk/summer-school. Please note that applications must include the applicant’s CV or resume and a copy of his/her degree or academic transcript, indicating the applicant is a student of a university or college. The applicants will be contacted by the University after the April 5, 2010. The Summer School will be opened if the minimal number of applicants submits their applications until deadline.


All application materials can be submitted via e-mail: cnas@euba.sk
Or via mail:

Center for North-American Studies

International Programmes Institute

Campus of the University of Economics

Dolnozemská cesta 1

852 35 Bratislava, Slovak Republic

For further information, contact CNAS by phone at 00421 (0) 903 342 928, by e-mail cnas@euba.sk, or see our website at www.euba.sk/cnas .

The DEADLINE for applications is March 31, 2010.
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