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Abstract: The paper deals with public-private partnerships (PPP), discussing
their role and place in socio-economic development of countries. Arguments in
favour of PPs and those against it are assessed on the basis of research reports of
international economic organisations, papers in academic journals as well as other
cross-countries and cross-industries investigations. A special emphasis is put on the
analysis of political and legislative support of public-private partnerships provided
by institutions of the European Union. Development of public-private partnership
market in EU member countries is described in the paper (with regard to the
development of public debt indicator to GDP), while its dimensions and relevance
are identified in terms of future development in the EU.
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Uvod

Verejno-sukromné partnerstva patria k najdiskutovanej$im politicko-ekonomic-
kym otazkam sucasného spoloCenského rozvoja. Historia verejno-sukromnych
partnerstiev siaha do zaciatkov devétdesiatych rokov uplynulého storoCia, ked sa
ako nova forma vzt'ahov verejného a sukromného sektora zacali vyuzivat vo Velkej
Britanii a v Australii. Verejno-sikromné partnerstva predefinovali tradi¢né tlohy ve-
rejného a stkromného sektora pri zabezpecovani potrieb rozvoja krajin, a to nielen
v oblasti ekonomickej infrastruktary (doprava, energetika, vodné a odpadové hos-
podarstvo), ale aj tzv. socidlnej infraStruktiry a socialnych sluzieb (zdravotnictvo,
Skolstvo a pod.).

V priebehu svojej dvadsatrocnej existencie verejno sukromné partnerstva zazna-
menali rozmach. Rozsirili sa do mnohych krajin, prenikli do viacerych sektorov
ekonomiky a inovovali svoju podobu. Je preto nesporné, ze verejno-sukromné part-
nerstva st novym fenoménom spolo¢ensko-ekonomickych vzt'ahov v novom tisic-
ro¢i, fenoménom s rozsiahlym komplexom ekonomickych, politickych, pravnych,
¢i technickych otazok.
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